Papillomavirus. Effects upon mother and child.
Papillomaviruses are widespread, sexually transmitted agents with an increasing prevalence. They are associated with a significant risk of genital carcinoma in infected women. Because they can be transmitted to the fetus before or during birth, they are also a risk to the infant born to an infected woman. Laryngeal HPV infections, while presumably much less prevalent than genital tract infections, are associated with a high degree of morbidity and a significant degree of mortality when they cause laryngeal papillomas. Therefore, transmission of these viruses to the fetus is a major problem. Much more information regarding mode of transmission and possible cure for this infection is needed in order to reduce the risk of laryngeal papillomatosis in infants in the future.